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Shooting victim's mother seeks closure 
   JONATHAN STANKIEWICZ

Chronicle Staff Writer
LEBANON - Though the physical wounds may have healed, it's not easy going for Rachel 
Trombino.

Shot point blank in the chest by her then-boyfriend at his home in Lebanon, Trombino is back to 
work and trying to get on with her life - medical bills in tow.

One year ago Thursday, Patty Trombino, Rachel Trombino's mother, said it was "the worst phone 
call I've ever gotten."

Now, according to her mother, her daughter is physically recovered.

"(Rachel) has done so well," she said. "She's so strong willed. She's basically pushed through it 
all."

Patty Trombino, of Westerly, R.I., said the entire family is "waiting for an outcome to the case."

She said her daughter would never forget what happened to her that night.

In May 2012, state police responded to a shooting, when war veteran Jason Durr called 911 to 
report a shooting where he lived, 424 Kick Hill Road.

Responding officers found Durr standing in the kitchen with Rachel Trombino in a pool of her 
own blood on a bed, according to the arrest warrant affidavit.

Trombino had suffered a single gunshot to the chest, from a rifle, and, when police interviewed 
her from her hospital bed, said she thought Durr was "having flashbacks of Iraq."

Durr, now 28, has since claimed he suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder after U.S. Army 
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.



His criminal case has been continued to June 3 in New London Superior Court.

Durr has been out of custody since October of last year on a written promise to appear, where he 
was admitted to a VA Hospital on Long Island, N.Y.

According to Patty Trombino, Durr is currently in alcohol and PTSD treatment programs.

Durr's attorney, public defender Kevin Barrs, didn't return phone calls seeking comment.

Originally held on a $1 million bond, Durr faces charges of illegal possession of a firearm, first-
degree assault and attempted murder. He has pleaded not guilty to all of the charges.

Out of custody or not, Rachel Trombino's family is waiting for some closure and answers as to 
why the shooting happened in the first place.

Patty Trombino said her daughter was told by Durr he had PTSD.

"She thought that's what it was," Patty Trombino said, adding her daughter believes "he should 
also have jail time. I'm a little concerned that he is getting treatment."

Of her daughter, Patty Trombino said she is "very stubborn."

"She was working 10 weeks after the emergency surgery," she said, adding her daughter broke 
all of her ribs in the shooting. "She's physically healed up."

But, Patty Trombino said, her daughter has had to go to the hospital for "random pains" since her 
initial recovery but has still done better than expected.

"She hides some of it because she doesn't want to upset us," she said. " She keeps everyone 
going."

On Durr's charges, Patty Trombino said Durr " should serve some sort of jail time."

"He's already been given the help," she said, referring to his treatment programs. "( But) I think 
he still has to have some responsibility. He shot her point blank in the chest."



Patty Trombino said she would also like to see Durr reimburse her daughter for all the medical 
expenses that have accrued over the last year.

Rachel Trombino was shot two weeks before her 26th birthday, Patty Trombino said, adding after 
those two weeks, her daughter has watched medical bills pile up.

"Our insurance covered most of the initial bills," Patty Trombino said, adding initially the bills 
went as high as $90,000. "They are still piling up."

Patty Trombino said she has both an online and written petition to present to the judge, if Durr 
doesn't see any jail time.

"I'm a determined mother," she said, adding her daughter turns 27 in two weeks.


