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Windham dog pound comes under fire at hearing 
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WILLIMANTIC - Upset by the recent euthanasia of two dogs at Windham's dog pound, several 
residents came out Wednesday to demand explanations and, further, demand change.

" I'm ashamed of Windham now," said resident Andy Carey, speaking during public comments at 
a town council subcommittee meeting. "Something has to be done, and it has to be done soon."

In response, the town council public safety, recreation and public works subcommittee has 
formed a small committee charged with preparing some animal control policy recommendations 
for the full subcommittee and then the full council.

This committee will be composed of Councilmen Lorraine McDevitt and Dawn Niles as well as 
Heidi Bardelli, who runs Windham 4 Paws.

Windham 4 Paws is an animal rescue nonprofit that takes many of the pound's more adoptable 
dogs and prepares them for adoption at Bardelli's Pampered Pet Day Camp, Hotel and Spa LLC 
business.

Citizen speakers said conditions at the pound have long been " deplorable," but the sudden 
euthanasia of the two pit bulls galvanized residents to speak out.

"I've been following what's been going on with the dog pound," said Windham resident Phyllis 
Pintal, requesting that information be provided about the town's euthanasia practices.

Regarding the person who decides whether to euthanize, Pintal asked, " Is this person answerable 
to anybody other than himself?"

The dogs were euthanized earlier this month after one bit the hand of a volunteer, Joanne Miles, 
during a fence fight.



Miles was trying to separate the dogs and return one to its pen, and she admits it was her fault 
she stuck her hand into the middle of the fight.

She said the dog that bit her never realized she had done so.

Furthermore, she said, the fence fight was not a demonstration of aggression, but rather of 
frustration.

Miles' hand was injured and she had to receive surgery.

Citing the dogs' behavior as vicious in nature, Town Manager Neal Beets made the decision to 
have the dogs euthanized.

"I made a judgment call," he explained last week, highlighting the town's responsibility to keep 
people safe.

"We have a duty to provide a reasonably safe working environment to our staff and our visitors 
and our volunteers, and in my judgment, that was not the case," Beets said.

The town does occasionally euthanize dogs in cases of viciousness or severe illness.

Bardelli said the euthanasia of the dogs in question may or may not have been merited, but 
Windham 4 Paws should have been consulted first, and temperament tests should have been 
conducted.

As Niles said, "we're not able to change what occurred," but the subcommittee will work 
todevelop recommended policies that define the process by which a decision to euthanize is 
made and how a volunteer program at the pound should be run.

McDevitt said she would need more information, but she is aware of some of the conditions at 
the pound, and " the building is deplorable, and I agree with you."

Pauline Bragg, who also had been volunteering at the pound and who is a professional dog 
obedience trainer, said she was "appalled by the living conditions these dogs are forced to 
'survive' in."



"They are kept in a damp, cold, dark facility and are not allowed any bones, toys or blankets. 
Their only entertainment is fence-fighting and self destruction such as chewing on their paws and 
legs," she said, adding the dogs lack human contact and socialization.

She said regionalizing services, as some town officials have recommended recently, would not be 
appropriate to solve Windham's animal control problems.

"It cannot be swept under somebody else's carpet," she said.

Windham resident George Gillette said if he personally were to neglect dogs in his backyard the 
way dogs are treated at the pound, "I could get arrested. It's the same thing happening in that dog 
pound. If I had my way, the dog warden in this town would be sitting in the jail right now."

The town has an animal control ordinance in place and McDevitt and Niles both worked to draft 
that ordinance, passed in 2008.

Niles said recommendations from the new animal control committee, if approved by the full 
subcommittee and then council, might involve revisions to the existing ordinance.

Beets could not be reached this morning for comment.


