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Off-duty officer killed in crash 
   JONATHAN STANKIEWICZ

Chronicle Staff Writer

HEBRON - An off-duty Hartford police officer was killed in a crash early this morning when his 
car failed to stop at a stop sign located at the intersection of routes 85 and 94, state police said.

The officer was identified as 28-year-old John Marvin of 50 Jennings Road, Hartford. He was 
also a sergeant in the Connecticut National Guard.

A little after midnight, the 2010 Dodge Journey Marvin was driving, traveling southbound on 
Route 85 in Hebron, went through the stop sign at the "T" intersection and struck the right-
shoulder embankment, said state police.

The police report says Marvin was not wearing a seat belt and succumbed to his injuries at the 
scene.

"The accident is under investigation to ascertain exactly what happened," said state police 
spokesman Lt. J. Paul Vance. "We will do everything necessary to find out what happened."

City of Hartford Director of Communication Andrea Comer said the department and city are 
grieving.

"We are heartbroken," she said. "These are the men and women that put their lives on the line to 
protect us ... Any loss is devastating."

Marvin had only been with the department since December 2009, Comer said. "He was a young 
man with his whole life ahead of him. That makes it much harder on us."



Connecticut National Guard spokesman Col. John Whitford said the National Guard's "thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family at this time."

Marvin, who joined the National Guard in 2008, served in the Navy from 2002-08 and was 
deployed with the Navy in Operation Iraqi Freedom, said Whitford, adding the unit is with 
Marvin's family.

A formal statement from the city and department was to be issued later today, Comer said.


