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MANSFIELD — For some, this year’s Super Bowl Sunday can’t come soon enough.

“I’m really excited,” said Giants fan Larry Ouellette of North Windham. “I’m looking forward to it.”

Super Bowl XVLI has the New York Football Giants from the National Football Conference (NFC) playing the New England Patriots from the American Football Conference (AFC) in Indianapolis, Ind.

Fans are already pumped for the big game, which is a rematch of the Giants 2007 Super Bowl victory over the then undefeated Patriots.

Randi Ryan of Ashford and Kathy Hicks of Pomfret said they, too, are excited.

Both Patriots fans, Ryan and Hicks said their favorite player is quar­terback Tom Brady. “It’s going to be a nail biter,” Hicks said, add­ing she wants to see if Hernandez can play well, if tight end Gronkowski can’t play.

“Gronkowski has to play,” Hicks said.

Gronkowski is recovering from a high ankle sprain, from the AFC champion­ship game versus the Baltimore Ravens in Foxborough Jan 21.

Ryan said, no matter who wins, “it’s going to be a great game.”

Hicks had a friend, earlier in the season, who asked her how weird it would be if the Super Bowl had the Giants and Patriots in it.

“I didn’t think it would actually happen,” said Hicks.

Ryan and Hicks said they would be going to The Lucky Frog, a bar and restaurant located in Willimantic, “with a few friends” for the game.

Hicks’ didn’t have a prediction for the outcome of the game, but said both teams would score “higher than 30.”

Ouellette, a Giants fan since 1963, said he knows what it’s like to watch his team lose.

“I’ve seen some bad stuff,” he said, adding this year the Giants are on a roll. “They murdered Atlanta and Dallas. I hate Dallas.”

Ouellette noticed Patriots wide receiver Wes Welker was limit­ed in practice this week, along with starting tight end Rob Gronkowski, who is reeling from a high ankle sprain.

“It’d be nice to have, at least, one less threat out there,” he said, adding the “G-Men” have their work cut out for themselves.

Even though he was invited to “a lot” of parties, Ouellette turned them all down.

“I’d rather stay home,” he said, adding he has his 40-inch flat screen Samsung TV for the game, instead.

“ Giants will win 27 to 21,” Ouellette said.

At Olympia Sports in the East­brook Mall, off Route 195 in Mansfield, business has slowly been picking up, in time for the big game. Store manager Jon Scavone said that this winter “has been really slow. We’ve definitely been busier now,” Scavone said, adding he has seen a “good mix” of people pur­chasing both teams apparel during the week.

Evan Sywak, a store manager­trainee, of Norwich, agreed.

“It’s been pretty much even here,” said Sywak, who is a Patriots fan.

Sywak said the game will be close, maybe too close.

“I’m saying it’ll be 24 to 21 … Patriots,” he said, adding he thinks Gronkowski will play.

Bolton resident Linda Carr, who bought two hats and an Eli Manning shirt at the store, knows the Giants will come out on top.

“The Giants will win by three and it will be 30 to 27,” Carr said. Every year, Carr, with family and friends, has a “huge” Super Bowl party. “This year it’s much more special,” Carr said, thanks to the recent rivalry with both teams.

In order for the Giants to win they need to “shake” and “dis­rupt” Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, said Carr.

Having the day off after the Super Bowl, Carr is just looking to have fun with everyone.

“This is the best,” she said.

