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President Obama’s State of the Union address has local lawmakers feeling mostly con­fident about the U.S. moving forward.

State Rep. Tim Ackert, R-Coventry, said he was happy Obama’s speech was “ non­abrasive.”

“It was refreshing to hear that from Washington,” Ackert said, adding we are all tired of the “battles that take place.

“I’m here to serve my con­stituents, not to serve personal agendas or a party agenda and we’ve lost that in Washington. They’ve forgotten about that,” he said.

Ackert said the recent bipar­tisan jobs bill in Connecticut, an Act Promoting Economic Growth and Job Creation in the State, is something Washington could learn from.

“I didn’t like it in its entirety, but it lets people get work­ing,” he said, adding he hasn’t seen that type of effort in Washington. “We may not ag­ree with everything but we have to help this economy.”

State Senate President Pro Tempore Donald E. Williams, Jr., D-Brooklyn, agreed.

“It’s time for them to put thegridlock behind,” said Williams. “We got (the bipartisan jobs pro­gram) through.” Williams said Washington still “has a ways to go yet” to fully get along.

State Rep. Pamela Sawyer, R-Bolton, said she wants Obama to act immediately to work with the Republicans in Congress.

“If he follows up with imme­diate reaching out to the party, to the Republicans, and I mean immediately, and sits down and works with them, similar to ( former President) Clinton, with welfare reform, we will see things get better,” she said.

State Rep. Gregory Haddad, D- Mansfield, said the country has to focus on unemployment.

“My dad was a union electrician, and that’s how we got by in the 1970s,” said Haddad, add­ing his father was unemployed for a three-year stretch during that decade. “There was nothing more important than getting my dad back to work. It’s important to get these people back work­ing.

“If we can get people back to work cheaply and build into our country to have a stronger economy in the future, that’s a win-win-win situation,” he said.

Jobs and job creation were something most lawmakers were glad to hear about.

“It always comes back to jobs, which fix all the problems in our state and in our country,” said Ackert. “The real focus is get­ting people back to work.”

U. S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, also weighed in on Obama’s speech.

“President Obama rightly kept Washington’s focus on our continued economic recovery,” said Courtney in a release. “The blue­print he set forth addresses many of the concerns I am hearing about in eastern Connecticut. I am pleased that he emphasized manufacturing jobs and ensuring that worker’s training and skills match the needs of businesses and sectors that are bringing our economy back.”

State Rep. Susan Johnson, D-Willimantic, said she was pleased with Obama’s talk of job creation.

“Talking about clean energy and how he’s going to invest in America is very important,” she said. “We are looking for more of that in the Northeast. It’s something that we really need to do.

“One of the problems with the Northeast is that we lost a lot of manufacturing jobs here and it’s corroded our tax base here in Windham,” she said. “The little urban areas are hurting and we need to bring back manufacturing. We have to get everyone back to work.”

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., also weighed in.

“The president’s proposals to support American manufacturing and small business, who are the heart of our economic recovery, reinforce much of what I hear as I met with students and working people in Connecticut,” said Blumenthal in a release. “Putting people back to work has to be what we make a priority, and reinforcing our values of fairness and rewarding hard work and responsibility are key to our continued success as a nation.”

Also lawmakers were glad to hear education was addressed.

“He was right on point,” said Williams. “ The good news in Connecticut is that we are already ahead of the curve on working with our community colleges. We are well on our way to increasing the linkages.”

Getting the community colleges involved is the “only idea really,” said Johnson.

“We need to get the students the information and education they need to be successful,” she said.

Not all were happy about Obama’s speech.

Sawyer said his speech sounded like a campaign speech and she feels uneasy about discus­sion toward an “imbalance of taxation.”

“I always keep in mind that the wealthier have blessed us with generous donations to cancer centers, arts programs, universities and high schools,” she said. “As soon as we put the private sector back to work we will be able to move forward.”

Sawyer said she wasn’t surprised Obama didn’t mention his “staple” — the controversial Obamacare health-care plan.

“He sure steered away from that firecracker,” she said, add­ing the talk needs to start now about health care in America.

Johnson and Haddad said they were pleased to hear about Obama’s energy talk.

“Clearly, we need to focus on energy,” said Haddad. “That, to me, is the path out of this reces­sion to a stronger economy.”

Johnson said once energy costs are down we will see the economy expand.


